
Oral History 
Master of Arts
Program

“The great strength of oral history is 

its ability to record memories in a way 

that honors the dignity and integrity 

of ordinary people.”

ral History Master of Arts (OHMA) 

is the first program of its kind: a 

one-year interdisciplinary Master 

of Arts degree training students in oral 

history method and theory. OHMA 

links social sciences and humanities 

research across the disciplines and has 

practical applications in public history, 

media, advocacy, education, and 

human rights work. 

Contact Us
Oral History Master of Arts
OHMA Tel. 212.854.4106  
Fax 212.854.8925
ohma@columbia.edu
http://oralhistory.columbia.edu
http://incite.columbia.edu 

Columbia University
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Supporting Institutions
OHMA’s institutional homes are Columbia University’s 
INCITE | Interdisciplinary Center for Innovative Theory 
& Empirics and the Columbia Center for Oral History 
Research. 

INCITE | Interdisciplinary Center for Innovative 
Theory & Empirics
The Interdisciplinary Center for Innovative Theory & 
Empirics (INCITE) cultivates public intelligence concerning 
socially and culturally vital ideas that can be advanced by 
research, education and conversation at the interdisciplinary 
seams that the social sciences share with one another, the 
humanities, the life and behavioral sciences.

Columbia Center for Oral History Research 
(CCOHR)
CCOHR is housed at INCITE, where it administers an 
ambitious research agenda with a mission to record unique 
life histories, document the central historical events and 
memories of our times, provide public programming, and 
to teach and do research across the disciplines. All results 
of CCOHR projects, totalling more than 8,000 hours of 
audio and video, are maintained by the Columbia Center for 
Oral History Archives, housed at the Columbia University 
Libraries. 

Oral History Master of  Arts
Columbia University

 — Mary Marshall Clark, Co-Director, Oral History Master of Arts



CAPTURE THE 
UNTOLD STORY

Oral History Method and Theory
This interdisciplinary seminar is 
an in-depth introduction to oral 
history theory and fieldwork. 

Oral History: Fieldwork, Production 
and Archiving
In this seminar, students learn 
techniques of digital recording, 
archiving, preservation and edit-
ing; conduct interviews in a diverse 
network of New York City commu-
nities; and learn about profession-
al standards for conducting ethical 
research.

Social Science Contributions to the 
Analysis of Narrative and Life History
This seminar trains students how to 
conceptualize and analyze oral histo-
ries using formal social science tech-
niques that reveal structural pro-
cesses that underlie these histories.  

Memory in Multidisciplinary
 Perspectives 
This seminar explores the uses of 

oral sources across the disciplines 
and investigates the contribution 
of oral history the historical con-
temporary memory debates. 

Oral History Workshop
This year-long series of public 
seminars considers a wide range 
of issues raised by how oral history 
methodologies impact disciplines 
in the social sciences as well as the 
humanities. 

From Oral History to Literary Narrative
This seminar provides an intro-
duction to the art and craft of fash-
ioning a work of literary nonfiction 
from oral histories.

Visuality, Memory and the Body
This course centers on the effort to 
connect the visual (including the 
written) and the oral in the study of 
memory, and both with the history 
of the mobility of bodies. 

SAMPLE COURSE OFFERINGS

Through the collection, archiving and analysis of individual, community, and institutional histories, 

we preserve the critical first-person narratives that capture the spirit of our society for generations 

to come. During a year at OHMA, through coursework and internships, students learn the skills of 

digital audio and video production and editing, digital archiving, oral history project design and  

interviewing, and both historical and social science analysis. Working with an OHMA faculty mem-

ber and an outside advisor, each student is guided through the process of creating a thesis project. 

Past projects have taken the form of academic and creative essays, film and audio documentaries,  

performances, exhibits, and multimedia websites.

ADMISSIONS
OHMA invites applications from students who have or will 

have a baccalaureate from a college or a university of 

recognized standing by the time of enrollment. Required 

application materials include:

   •  Transcripts of all previous postsecondary education

   • A personal statement

   • CV/Resume

   • Writing sample (10-15 pages)

   • Three letters of recommendation

   • GRE scores

   • TOEFL scores (if applicable)

For application deadlines visit oralhistory.columbia.edu

Academic and Professional Applications
With applications in a range of disciplines from 

Sociology to Public Health to Human Rights to Law, 

OHMA will transform your academic and 

professional career.

oralhistory.columbia.edu


