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I am Rebecca McGilveray. I was born in Glasgow, 
Scotland in 1996. So I'm 22 at the moment.  

I moved to New York in August of last year to do 
my master's program in oral history. 

Rebecca is the first Scottish student to join the OHMA program. She graduated 
from the University of Strathclyde with a degree, with honors in History.
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1. Extravagant Dangling School Mornings

My granny had a lot of jewelry. She had a full drawer. And jewelry has always had a lot of 
significance to me. I remember when she looked after me when I was a child, one of my 
favorite things to do in the mornings. She looked after us every morning. In fact, I basically 
lived with her from the age of five till twelve. I lived with her.  

In in the mornings before we go to school, I would stand at her jewelry box and I would wind 
up and it would just play the song. She didn't have her ears pierced. She had some clip on 
earrings, and she just had the most, beautiful jewelry. I was such a magpie as a child. I would 
open it (her jewelry box) and remember there was one drawer that she kept like costume this 
costume jewelry and it was black diamond tears like a choker necklace like long dangly 
earrings. And every morning for about probably about six months, I would pack them and be 
like wear these ones today granny wear these ones not understanding that these were like 
evening jewelry and she wanted me to pick ones that were like like a simple pair of clip on 
earrings and a small crucifix that she could wear to take us to school.  
         
But I was like picking up these like long extravagant dangly earrings. So I think that's where 
my my love of jewelry started was just being surrounded by her like really laud jewelry.



2. The Moonstone Ring

On my left hand, on my index finger on that hand, I wear a slightly more elaborate and ring this sort 
of crescent moon design on it and then a tear drop shaped moonstone on it. I bought this one 
after, I bought this as a graduation present to myself. And I like moonstone is just because it feel 
very witchy, like people—me and my best friend, she has a lot more rings than I do. And she wears 
them kind of all over her hands. And she's got tattoos and people used to always describe us as 
the two witches because I had this long hair and you know, we were just kind of we had the same 
color of hair, but hers was much shorter than mine. We just have these rings on. And people would 
think we were like convening like some sort of powers or something.  

So I just, I really like this one. And and she has one that's similar to it. Hers has instead of the half 
moon, hers has a snake round the bottom. So it's kind of something that we share. And whenever I 
look at it, I think of the day that we bought it and you know, the like two weeks before we 
graduated and how excited I was to graduate, and, you know, she was really a part of me for getting 
into Columbia. So this is kind of like we bought really similar rings, because it would mean that we 
would have something to tie us together. And, I just whenever I look at it, I think of her and how 
close, our friendship is. So that's that one.



3. Pride—Clarins 742

My granny was very proud of her image. And I think that's where I get a lot of mine, my aesthetic from. Not 
necessarily from her, but from the ritual of her, saying every morning and the way she would put her 
makeup on like that. That was her morning. And her mourning always followed the same pattern. And I 
think that's why I've kind of ritualize my own make up my own beauty routine. She would always set her hair 
in the same way. She hates to go into the hairdressers because they would always do it wrong. I have a 
good hairdresser who does my hair the way I like it, but she wasn't as lucky. But you know, my evening skin 
care routine is the same every single night. And hers was the same.  

And she was so precise and exacting about the way that she wanted her makeup done and the way that 
she did her hair, and that pride that she took in her appearance. She installed that into me. My mom did as 
well, but my mom doesn't wear a lot of makeup. My mom's mom, my granny Hogarth, she doesn't wear any 
makeup at all. Maybe a little bit of mascara. But my granny McGilveray, she wore, you know, she would 
wear lipstick. And she was very particular about the color she liked. And she had like lots of colors. But 
she had one that was her favorite.They discontinued it two years ago. And I remember still going to try and 
find it for her, because it was always, it was Clarins 742. That was the shade she liked. And yeah, no, it's 
just like that pride she took in her appearance like she really made sure that I understood that that was an 
important thing to have as a young woman. And that really influenced my style growing up.



4. Rebirth—Take the Ownership of Your Life

I don't think anyone is ever fully confident in their own image. As women, we are frequently bombarded with 
images of what it means to be like a perfect style icon. And I was never very confident is, you know, my 
style really kind of dulled down for a while because I was wearing clothes would minimize me. I wore very 
plain clothing. I didn't want to draw attention to myself. And it wasn't until 2017, that I started to try 
reinvent myself as a person again, to start going through a rebirth of sorts. I started to really be more 
intentional with the things I wore.  

People had seen me a certain way for so long, they see me as someone that needed to be taken care of, as 
someone that was vulnerable in every way. I choose to change that. I really wanted people to look at me 
and see the person I wanted them to see. That’s kind of has been a mantra for my whole life. Like, don't 
wait for someone to define you, whether it's your style, your hair, your makeup, your career, your heart, 
your soul, don't wait for someone to define you like, you just, you know, take ownership of your own life. 
And this was the start of me trying to do that. And me trying to sort of learn to love myself. I know that 
sounds like a cliche phrase, but, I think because I lacked inner confidence for a lot of my life, my exterior 
was used as a way to either cover up and then more so now sort of portray what confidence I do have, the 
confidence I've gained, like, I don't wanna hide it anymore, and I don't wanna stay in the shadows. I want 
people to see me and to see that I'm bold and to see that I'm excited to come to university every day. And 
you know, I make a point every day that I am in class, I will have makeup on. I will have jewelry on. You know. 
Because that's me taking pride in myself.



5. The Bold Boss Woman of Life

I use my clothes as a way to sort of create the image that I am very confident. And I try to 
express that with my makeup and my jewelry as well. That I am a bold individual. I can be taken 
seriously. I curated a version of me that I wanted people to see me not like a stuffy 
professional. I wanted to look vibrant, and I thought if I dressed bold, if I dress like someone 
who looks confident than that's how people will see me and they'll be more inclined to take me 
seriously. That I use my clothes to express who I am as a person, to kind of curate a version of 
me that looks like the best possible version of myself.  

Generally I want people to look at me and think that I am capable, I am confident, I'm driven, 
and I'm successful. Because if you have your hair and your makeup done and you look like 
you're in control and the boss woman of your own life, people are gonna think that you're 
successful. Even if you're wearing close that, you know, you mended yourself and you know, 
or handed down from your sister, if you wear them well, and you wear them and you look like 
you you paid a lot of money for them. Doesn't matter if you did or you didn't. The fact is that 
you own that, you own that look. And that's been really important for me.



Alana Weiss Nydorf



My name's Alana Weiss Nydorf. I am 25 years 
old. I grew up outside of Detroit, but moved to 
New York for my Masters in History of Design 

and Curatorial Studies at Parsons in conjunction 
with the Smithsonian National Design Museum. 
All my family is from New York, so it was sort of 

like a homecoming for me. 
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1. I Wear Myself on My Finger 
2. War Time Artists 
3. Life was Art For Her 
4. Men, Women, Art. True Creator 
5. Burden Textile 

For more memories:  
https://www.are.na/alana-weiss-nydorf/june-21st  

For more information, works consulted:  
https://www.are.na/alana-weiss-nydorf/burden-textile

https://www.are.na/alana-weiss-nydorf/june-21st
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1.  I Wear Myself on My Finger

It's a special piece of jewelry. There's not many people who get to wear themselves. So my 
grandma was an artist. So she made this ring of me, it’s um, if you look at it, it's a silver face 
with the eyes cut out and the mouth cut out smiling or like sort of, I think I was screaming and 
but like positive screaming, with gold hair and a little black tigers’ eye with three prongs 
setting in the hair. And so this was actually me on a swing set or on the monkey bars. I mean 
like upside down with my head screaming.  

She made it for herself. So this was her ring. I was five or six. And I lived in Michigan with my 
parents, and I was the only grandchild. So that was special. And she made it for herself, wore 
it for years. And then when she passed away, I found it and remembered her making this ring. 
I remember her doing a ton of sketches. And I also remember, you know, when you're upside 
down for too long and your head sort of goes a bit wobbly. I remember feeling like that a lot 
and like being on the monkey bar isn't being like about to pass out and standing up, walking 
kind of drunk like and then grandma being like, okay, this is what I've got. And I feel like it's 
not good enough, and go back on the monkey bars.



2. War Time Artists

In the1940s, her (my grandma) older brother I think he was drafted into the army and died in 
Belgium. And my grandma went to Washington D.C. and wanted to work for the army, but in the 
lesser, less violent capacity. And she was always a great artist. And she took drawing classes. My 
grandpa wound up being the teacher for the drawing classes. And the government thought that 
she was really good in that. Back then, I guess, espionage was different. So it was before the CIA. 
So we have something called the OSS, and my grandma and grandpa wound up station Sri Lanka 
in the OSS doing sketches and drawings for the U.S government. And like it was crazy because 
when she died, and she was on her deathbed, she couldn't say what she did. Still, she was like, I'm 
sorry, I can't really disclose that information. I signed an NDA(non-disclosure-agreement) and I'm 
still, you know, under that contract. So I'm assuming they were doing maps and drawing ships and 
stuff, but I don't really know what they were doing.  

But anyway, after the war, they were out of the OSS and they moved to New York City. My 
grandpa was from Brooklyn. My grandma was originally from New Jersey from Patterson. And so 
they moved to the city to Union Square. And my grandpa worked in advertising, he made posters 
and stuff like that. And my grandma was like a secretary in advertising, but she was always, you 
know, God, my God, bless my grandpa, rest in peace. See more. But, grandma Elsie was the 
better artist.



3.Life was Art for Her

My grandma was an artist and I think that in today's world, she would have been a very 
successful artist. She was always a great artist, but the norms of their times meant that she 
just couldn't certainly surpass him(grandpa) in success. You know, everything she did was 
art. Her clothes—it was funny because she would always talk about people copying her and 
like, not even, not always in a negative way, but you know, God bless them, “they just don't 
have their own taste”.  

But for her life was art. Like food was always some sort of like artful preparation. She was a 
ceramicist. So all of the cups and plates and bowls and everything were always something 
that she had made. Yeah, and she she won this award in the 70s for sculpture. It was one of 
the most prestigious awards that you could get in New York as a sculptor and had a few 
pieces in the World Trade Center before they got destroyed. And so she was really good, 
dude. My grandpa has some stuff like in the national archives, but he wasn't, you know, 
whenever I meet people who knew my grandparents, they always talk about my grandma. 
She had an incredible energy. When she walked into a room, the room changed. And I think 
when you're that type of person, you sort of understand that you have to create, you have 
to do something different. Like there's a draw towards making something.



4. Men, Women, Art. True Creator

So my belief in art, and why men are obsessed with art, because men are obsessed with art. 
Whether they understand it or not, men don't have the ability to create. Women have the 
ability to create, doesn't matter—we are the vessels for the future. So that's what art is 
really about, art is, about creating meaning, creating something for the future that will outlive 
you. The idea and the love in this ring will outlive grandma. It will outlive me. You know, it will 
hopefully outlive my entire bloodline. But, yeah, so that's something that you can only 
achieve with art or with birth. A person can create ideas and create something that outlives 
their physical body. And that's what art does as well.  

And men do not have, are not the vessels for the future and they are not the vessels for 
future people. And so I think they they have this obsession with art in making something that 
will create, that will be sort of a surrogate for the for true creation. You know? Obviously 
there are women who want to be extremely successful in the art world. But it's not about 
proving that you can create something that will last longer than you live. We know that we can 
create something that will last longer than us. It's more. I think that female art takes 
something, takes a little bit further, rooted in what it means to be a woman, what it means to 
be like a creator.



5. Burden Textile

I make textiles. So what I do is, similar to what we were talking about before. I believe, if I believe in 
one thing, I believe in memory. I think that memory is like a form of energy that we cannot quantify. 
And it has like a lot of meaning. And there are materials of memory and everybody knows what I'm 
talking about when I say you've got a shirt or you've got something that you don't wear you don't 
really use it, but you have it in your house, because it means something. So what I did, cut up my 
suitcases of clothes that I've been like slapping from apartment to apartment that I don't wear, 
that like had things, you know, the that yellow sweater I got in 2011. And I wore it once, I think in 
2013, and never again. And I have been carrying it around from apartment to apartment. So it was 
like things like that. Also like things that were sentimental, like my ex-boyfriend’s misfits shirt was 
like in the middle. And so I cut up the clothes. I figured I would make a nice blanket about all these 
memories and things that I love, something about it. And I thought it would be nice to really wrap 
myself up in the memories. And it's actually really funny. Great conceptual piece, because it's very 
heavy. It's has all these holes. It's not comfortable. It’s elastic. It works exactly like a memory, but it 
provides no comfort. And it provides no warmth. It doesn't work like a blanket. 

I mean, I remember everything, I remember buying everything. You know, it's funny when you look 
at your wardrobe and you actually remember every moment that you bought something. Which I 
think is important, because I think that's what makes clothes so potent for meaning, like, you've 
probably worn the sweatshirt, when you get your sweatshirt? 



2015. 

Okay, so you've got a lot of history with that sweatshirt. But what's crazy is, that sweatshirt 
also has a lot of history with you. Like, imagine, everywhere you walked, everywhere you've 
slept, all the food you've eaten on a microscopic level that has imprinted itself into the 
sweater. You know, and even on, but this is even on a scientific level when curators, and when 
investigators look at fibers to discern something about the history of the piece, they find 
that literally everywhere you've ever been, is still in the clothes. Like you can't really burn 
this. You can't get out. So that's what it's about. When I cut the clothes up, it's about every 
moment. It's about every decision. It's about every possible you that has worn that sweater 
all combined. 



Michelle Chouinard



My name's Michelle, I am twenty five. I live in New 
York now. I'm from Boston. I moved here like 
three years ago, and I work in human rights 

education (SIPA). 



Audio Clips’ Transcripts 
1. Ours Cape Cod Bracelets 
2. My Mom is My Idol 
3. Boo-Boxes 
4. Mom and Dad—Love Defeats Recession 
5. Nails, Self Care, Class, Identity 



1. Ours Cape Cod Bracelets

They're called Cape Cod bracelets, which is just the South of like where I grew up in Massachusetts. 
They're super popular for like young women in the area. They are kind of like one of those really niche 
cultural things that people get for like loved ones or family or whatever. So it’s something that so the areas 
the in in which they're popular, where I grew up. It's like suburban and it's kind of upper middle class. And I 
don't know if they're sterling silver, if they're real silver, whatever. But it’s, they're nicer than like just a 
regular piece of jewelry that you would get.  So it's kind of like a status symbol. It's a really interesting 
phenomenon. Like in the suburbs there will be things that like pick up and like all the girls have them.  

Originally, my mom's mom lives in Florida. Years, years and years ago, my mom got her one of these (Cape 
Cod bracelets). My grandma didn't wear it that much. So I went down to go visit her. And she ended up 
going through like her stuff. And she gave me it. And so that was nice so I wore that one for a while. My 
mom wanted the bracelet that my grandma gave me because it was her mom's. So she was like, I'll buy you, 
I'll buy you one. So that's how I ended up with this one. She’ll like pick up these random things, and then I'll 
just like put them on and I like will never take them off. I think I value these things—as I get older, I value the 
things like this, that my mom gives me a lot more. As I get older, so I understand why she wanted the 
bracelet from her mom, because like, there's something that like is bonding about that, right? And like 
sharing ownership of something special. It’s really important in terms of having some kind of representation 
of that relationship with you. Because you can't always like physically show it. So if you have something 
that you can say like, oh, like my mom gave me that, she's like my idol, I'm obsessed with her. 



2. My Mom is My Idol

My mom, she has had like one of the most interesting lives I've ever know, ever. She is such a good person that, it 
kills me. My Grandpa, was in international education. So she was born and raised in Mexico. My family is from like 
French Canadian, so we are very much American. But so she was born in Mexico, and then when she was a 
teenager, they moved to Spain, and then she lived in Spain under Franco. Franco like dictatorship. And then so 
she didn't even live in the States until she moved to California for college.  She studied like economics or 
something, and um, got a job for, I think like under a year in finance and hated it. And then she started teaching 
Jazer Size, which was like the Zumba of the 80s. So it was a bunch of ladies with perms and like neon spandexes. 
Like my mom was in crazy good shape and she has always been super athletic. So she taught Jazer Size classes 
and, uh, I don't know how, but she got to move to France and like start a Jazer Size franchise in France. And then 
when she was done doing that, she had already met my Dad at that point. And she had me and my brother. And 
then she was a stay at home mom with us. And she loved that. Like she was so fine doing that.  

And then, the we are the recession babies. So like the recession, they were definitely having like economic 
hardship. And my mom decided that she wanted to go back to school. I think I want to say I was in like 
kindergarten or in first grade, she went back to school. She went to U-Mass(University of Massachusetts) in 
Boston, She was born speaking Spanish. So she started taking Spanish classes and she ended up basically 
doing a complete another bachelor’s degree. And she did a master's degree. And then she ended up doing her 
Ph.D all the way through. And it took her like fifteen years. And she did that on top of raising us. And for as long 
as I've been an audible talking person, my mom has always had like three jobs unless like taking classes. Um, and 
my dad was unemployed for a lot of my life after she went back to school. So she really provided for a family of 
four on her own. And now she has a Ph.D and she still teaches Spanish.



3. Boo-Boxes

My mom is super cheerful and like perky. Ah, and she is kind of like a goof ball. Like, she is weird, like and 
funny and like really weird. We do this thing that my mom loves Halloween like loves loves loves it more than 
like an average person and not in like a cheesy like kind of like new wave which you may, like she LOVEs 
the campy vibe of Halloween. So when we were growing up, she would like go around and put like, she 
would get like Halloween stickers. And she would like put stickers all over the house. Like so you could 
wake up in the morning and there would be like, uh, a pumpkin sticker like on your toothbrush. And like 
she just thought that was like the funniest thing. And then uh, evolves from stickers to then she would buy 
like little eyeballs are like little like severed fingers, like little bats and she literally go around the house and 
place some places to try to scare us, um, or like surprise us. I can't tell you how many times I've opened my 
underwear drawer and there's like a little rubber bat in there.  

So when I was younger, I was like, mom was crazy. But now we now that we don't live near each other, we 
do what's called boo-boxes. So we send each other boxes, around Halloween, and I fill it with like fake 
cockroaches, and like creepy, crawly things. And so I'll just send her like a box full of that stuff. And like I'll 
tell her it's something else when she opens it. And it's like full of all these things, and then I'll save them for 
the rest of the year. So the rest of the year, if I like mail her something I put one fake bug in there. And I 
always got her, always. Like she screams every time like it freaks her out because she thinks it's real. But 
hers like bats like little bats. So I'm like, of course it's not a real bat, but I do bugs. So, anyway, so I get that 
weird part from my mom. 



4. Mom and Dad—Love Defeats Recession

You know, like everybody, they have their ups and downs. But it is cool that, especially I think I keep calling us for 
session babies, but that's kind of what like millennial are in one way or another. Like when 2008 happened like we 
were very much thirteen and fourteen and like really angsty. And we saw so much like unemployment and 
whatever. So that like I think was really foundational, it’s like our understanding of working. When you're a kid, like 
you don't quite understand that there's like global forces at play, right? That like this economy thing is like 
something that is affecting the entire world, and the kind of theory and the ways that certain populations that 
people get left out. So like you don't understand any of that. And all you know is like my dad sits on the couch all 
the time, why can't he get a job? So that that was like confusing for me as a kid. I just—and then I kind of thought it 
was normal? Not like normal, normal, but I was kind of like some people just don't work for whatever reason, like 
they can't find jobs. And so yeah, it was really hard, and I think my parents fought a lot.  

And so many of my friends parents got divorced. Because there is so many people were unemployed or you know, 
and when you have high levels of unemployment, you have like a lot of people turn to things like drugs and alcohol 
to like coc. And so like, I have a lot of friends that have parents that were alcoholics because they were just like, 
you know, what do you do when you cannot find a job in the economy is in the tank. You either got divorced or you 
stayed together because it was about survival. I know I was in like an upper middle class area, but I never actually 
was a part of that community. My mom was a school teacher, my dad was a plumber. We were on the like lower 
middle class, lower class. There was a lot of people being freaked out. So, they definitely had like their 
disagreements, but it's really cool that they didn’t (divorce), and they like still kind of like each other, like they, I 
mean they love each other, but like it's just cool. Like I consider myself super lucky that they're like still together.  



5. Nails, Self Care, Class, Identity

I waitress my way through college. And I wanted to have painted nails. And when you have fake nails which 
are like the acrylics they don't chip. So if you had just your plain nails, your nail polish could chip into the 
food. So like usually places don't let you have nail polish. And I think it was like culturally all the girls that I 
worked with that waitress, they all had acrylics. So it was kind of like their version of self care. So I just like 
adopted right into it. I took them off when I was in grad school and I didn't really have them. And then when I 
got a job, I was like, I'm gonna do this for myself. So yeah, self care. And it keeps me like, I think rooted. It’s 
like so superficial but it’s like one of those placebos that I am like, shit might be fallen apart, but at least my 
nails look good. It's like, an external kind of like this is how I'm gonna be. At least self-validated wherever I am.  

I definitely have issues when it comes to class because I don't know how to navigate it, very well. Especially in 
my job I am exposed to, and like in direct contact with a lot of people that are like in higher class. So it's a way 
of maintaining my own identity. I might be here, but I'm still like the waitress that used to work at night not 
your average joes in Rockland, with my fake nails. I don't know, class status. It's also like one of the things I'm 
like more insecure about to, because it's such a visible thing, right? 

But it's also like this weird push pull that I have. Because I am so proud of where I am from. And I am so proud 
of all of the the hardships that we did go through, but it's also been like a source of stigma or like shame. So I 
like go back and forth all the time. It's a hard core, like push-pull for me. But it's like being so comfortable 
and that kind of wave back and forth that like, I'm like okay with it, I guess?


